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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, 


The author of the following discourse ought, perhaps,to 
apologize with the readers of ihe Intelligencer fer impos 
ing so “much upon their attention, The idea of publish- 
ing it was not his own, nor was it acceptable to him; and 
he would wish to have it unde: stood, that, in sebmitting 
jt to the columns of the Intelligencer, he has sacrificed his 
own pieferciice, to the earnest solicitations of his mach 
esteemed friends, who seem to be of the opinion that, it 
may be subservient to the cause of truthh ORIGEN. 


A SERMON. 


“ For even hereunto were ye called ; because Christ 
also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 
should follow his steps.”—1 Epis. Gen. of Pet. ii. 21. 


naturally 


Our text suggests to us two divisions, 
leading us to inquire— 

1. How, or in what sense did 
mankind ? 

2. What is it to follow his steps ? 

As upon either of these branches of our text, 
enough might be said to embrace a number of dis- 
courses ; Wwe hope to be excused in consulting not 
a little degree of brevity. 

In order to satisfy our first inquiry, it will be the 
most proper, as I conceive, first, to state the opin- 
ion, which, for a number of centuries past has been 
precaieuls concerning the sufierings of Christ and 
the effect of his death ; and to beg the privilege of 
entering our dissent to that opinion, together with 
giving at the same time our reasons for so doing. 
And here I would ask your charity while I remark, 
that we are not Jed to the adoption of this course 
because we believe, that if an opposite sentiment is 
proved to be erroneous, the other must be correct. 
This would indeed be an arbitrary rule which 
would, if universally applied, be as unsparing as it 


Christ suffer for 





is unjust. It is a principle of mine, that the demol- 
ishing of one fabric, does not necessarily build up | 
another ; and that truth, if built upon the ruins of | 
error, has a foundation unworthy of its divine ori- | 
gin. But while we would ever hope to be under | 
the full influence of this conviction ; we are also 
persuaded, that when buf two theories are presented , 
tous, as in the present case we shail show, and | 

when an examination into the respec tive authori- | 
ties of each is the only method of arriving to a sat- | 
isfactory conclusion ; it is pardonable if not abso- | 

lutely necessary that we adopt the course previous- | 
ly named. | 

Considering also, we might add, that we differ | 
so materially as we do from others, in many points | 
of Christian Theology ; and that, on the ground of 
that difference we are repeatedly made the objects | 
of many unjust and ungenerous charges ; we, of all 
others, have the greatest apology for a free and full 
UX: :mination into those theories, by whose rules 
our criminality is measured. We = shall therefore | 
in this discourse, claim the remembrance of our | 

apology, while we state the common and our opin- | 
ion upon the different divisions of our text, and ex- | 
uinine the former and defend the latter. 

1. ‘The canons of a large proportion of the chris- 
tian church for about three or four hundred years 
past, assert, that the sense in which Christ suffered 
for mankind was in vie sense ofa substitute. Of 
so much importance was tie doctrine of Vicarious | 
suffering, formerly considered, that a belief in it 
Was asse rte :d to be absolutely necessary to eternal 
salvation. Thecreedof St. Athanasius, which en- 
forces in a particular manner this point and the 
doctrine of the Trinity ; considered a belief in this 








tentiment of such vital importance, that it concludes 


with these remarkable words, “ This is the true’ 
faith, except Which a man shall filly believe, he ; 
shall without doubt perish e everlastingly.” 

* St. Athanasius, Chrysostom, Calvin, Luther, | 
Bunyan, Flavel, Stockwell, and the Augsburg con- 
fession, written by Melanethon, maintained that 
“Christ took the sinner’s place then under sentence 


of eternal condemnation ;” assumed all the guilt = 


of the fallen sons of Adam both original and actu- 


al, and thereby became himself, by substitution,the | 


greatest criminal! and sinner that ever lived ; nay, 
as guilty as the whole aggregated criines of man- 
kind could make him. That “this he did because 


His Father was moved with immutable wrath to- | 


ward man, would in no case bestow forgiveness, 
but demanded the full infliction of eternal and end- 
less punishment as a. satisfaction of his holy, vio- 
lated law ;—That while ofi the point of rising in the 
fury of his eternal dis spleasure, His Son, one of the 
persons in the Trinity, who was in fact himself 
God Jehovah, presented his innocent heart, and 


received the full load of divine wrath, which his | 


Father, with infinite satisfaction poured into the 
bosom of his once beloved but now hated Son,— 
That, with this infliction God was satisfied, recon- 
ciled to man, and that the doctrine of forgiveness 
of sin forins no part of the divine administration. 
That you may not accuse us of giving a false col- 
ouring to these antiquated, but to us highly incon- 
sistent and unscriptural ideas, we will quote to you 
a short extract from the writings of each of those 
authors, in their own words. Martin Luther says, 
“ Christ is innocent concerning his own person, 
and therefore he ought not to have been hanged 


upona tree; but because according to the Law of 


Moses, every thief and males ctor ought to be hang- 
ed, therefore Christ also, acc ordiug to ihe Law ought 
tohe hanged ; for he sustained the person of a sin- 
ner and of a thief : not of one but of all sinners and 
thieves. And this, no doubt, all the prophets did 
foresee in spirit, that Christ should become the grea- 


test transgressor, murderer thief, rebel, and blasphem- 
| ’ ] t 


er, that ever was or could bein the world. For he, 
being made a sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world, is not now an innocent person and without 


sins ; is not now the Son of God born of the Virgin | 


Mary, but a sinncr, When the law therefore ff und 
him among thieves, it condemwed and killed him as 
a thief.” 

Thus does Luther justify the murderous purpose 
of those who crucifie ‘dour Saviour. 
prove him, to be, what co ald not be proved at Pi- 
late’s bar, “ worthy of death 

Again, ( Yalvin paye, 66 Now when it is demanded 
how Christ hath done away our sins, and taken 


away the strife between us and God, and purchas- | 


ed such righteousness as might make him favorable 


-and well willing toward us ; it may generally be 


answered that le las brought it to pass by the 
whole course of his obedience.” Again says he, 


i “Christin his soul suffered the torments ofa daumn- 


ed and forsaken man.” He speaks of “ Gods ap- 


peasing himself through the blood of the cross.” 
Again he says, “ The burden of damnation, from 
which we were delivered, was laid upon Christ. 
There is no other satisfaction by which God being 
displeased, muy be made favorable.” 

The Augsburg Confession of Faith says, “ Christ 
died to reconcile the Father to us, and that he might 
be a true sacrifice for the guilt, not only of original 
sin but also for all the actual sins of men.” 
has the following remarks : 
wrath’of an infinite God without mixture, 





* For the substance of a part of the following remarks, Lam 


indebted to the Rel. Inq. 


Thus does he} 


Ilavel \ 
“'To wrath, to the argument can it be said that we are'yet obligated 
to the | to pay ther ? In all law both human and divine, if 


very torment of he ll, was Christ delivered and that 
| by the hand of his own Father, God stood upon full 
satisfac tion, and would not remit one sin without 
it. From this oblation Christ made of himself to 
God for our sins, we infer the inflerible nature of 
| divine justice which could no other way be diverted 
from us and appeased, but by the blood of Christ. 

Sparing mercy is the least degree of mercy, yet 
‘this was denied io Christ; he abated him not a 
minute of the time a appointed for his sufferings, nor 
/one degree of wrath .he had to bear, Justice will 
| not bend in the least ; but having todo with him 
(on this account, resolves to fetch its vennyworths 
‘out of his blood ! As the wrath, the pure unmixed 
‘wrath of God, lay upon bis soul, so all the wrath of 
God was poured out upon him, even to the Jast 

drop. As it was all the wrath of God that lay up- 
on Christ, so it was his wrath avgravated in divers 
respects beyond that which damned themselves to 
suffer.” 

| Bunyan sayse“ The grace of God comes by way 
of covenant, contract, or bargain, and that God 
and Christ both bound themselves by an oath to 
fulfil each his part ofthe agreement.” Again he 
says, “ God's law did so seize upon the Lord Jesus 
and so cruelly handle him, and so exact upon him, 
that it would never let him alone, until it had ae- 
cused him ane condenined him, and exeeuted him, 
and screwed his very heart’s blood out of his precious 
heart and side.” Again continues Bunyan, “ Christ 
did not die the death of-a saint, but the death of a 
sinner ; of a cursed and damned sinner.” 

Stockwell says, “ ‘Phe infinite Ged deth not for- 
give sin; for it is readily granted by all who are 
sound in the faith, that Jesus Christ hath given fidl 
satisfaction to divine justice for all sin, and hath 
fully paid the debts of his Chureh.” 

hes my hearers to avoid the charge of misrep- 
resentation, Which otherwise many of you perhaps 
sail have been upon the point of preferring ; 
have I stated this doctrine of vicarious suffering 
and punishinent by substitution im the words of its 
most popular and avrknowledged advocates, 

Need I labor toshow the inconsistency, the un- 
| Scriptural support, of this long established and te- 
}naciously admired sentiment ? One woukl think 
| that it contained in itself the seeds of its own disso 
, lution—that its errors were visible upon its very 
front. It asserts, that Christ was the greatest crimr- 
nal that ever lived, that he deserved and suffered, 
eternal condemnation, — It justifies the Jews in their 
murderous purpose ; forhow could they be blamed 
for crucilying, in obedience to the laws of God, this, 
'(T shudder when I repeat the words of Luther) 
1 murderer, thief, rebel and blasphemer !”  O thou 
| blessed innocent, spotless Jesus! how art thou wound- 
ied in the house of thy pretended friends ! Breathe, oh, 
breathe again ! if thy infinite compassion can permit 
thee, the prayer which thou didst put up for thy mur 
dering focs. “ Father forgwe them, for they know nol 
what they do.” 

Now we believe that christ both lived and died 
an innecent, persecuted sufferer. We do not be- 
lieve that he bore the punishment due to the sinful 
race of man,in the Calvinistic sense of the word. 
For had he suffered the penalty of the law in our 

stead, and fully paid the debt due to divine justic e 
for ull sins both original and actuel ; what propric- 
ty—what justice Lask can there be in our being 
ex pose “if to the same pen ralty g {{ Christ has paid 
our debts due to divine justice, with what colour of 

















another disc harges an obligation due from an in- 
dividual : that individual is absolved from all farther 
obligation. (70 be continued.) 
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CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
THOUGHTS ON ISATAH, xxxru. 14, 


‘‘ Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire; who 
ainong us shall dwell with everlasting burnings.” 


I have noticed three different senses put upon 
these words by different persons, My object is to 
ascertain the true meaning of the prophet. 


1. The most common opinion is, that onr text 
relates to the punishment of the wicked in another 
state of existence. Stress is laid on the term ever- 
fasting, as though it must necessarily mean a never 
ending state of misery. But it ought to be consid- 
cred that this word, and others of the same import 
are applied to a limited space of time. In the 32 
chapter, 14 verse, a similar word is used evidently 
ina limited sense, “ Because the palaces shall be 
forsaken, the multitude of the city shall be left; the 
forts and towers shall be for dens forever, a joy of 
wild asses, a pasture of flocks.” ~ Here the word 
forever seems to be of the same import, with the 
word everlasting in our text. Yet no one can sup- 
pose that forts and towers shall be for deus forever in 
another world. 

2. Some suppose that our text refers to the bap- 
tizing fire of God’s spirit, which those denominated 
righteous and upright experience; because after 
the question is put who among us shall dwell with 
everlasting burnings, the next verse begins, “ He 
that walketh righteously and speaketh uprightly.” 

dut this seems to me to be very absurd. For ac- 
cording to this exposttion, after a person has walk- 
ed righteously, and spoken uprightly ; after he has 
despised the gain of oppression, and shaken his 
hands troin holding of bribes, and stopped his ears 
trom hearing of blood, and shut his eves from see- 
ing evil, as it is said in the same verse, he must be 
rewarded with devouring fire and everlasting burn- 
ings. ‘This cannot therefore be the true sense of 
the passage. Henee— 
3. ‘Lo find the meaning of the prophet we should 
read what goes before, as well as what follows af- 
ter. The 14 verse begins, “The sinners in Zion 
are afraid ; fearfuluess hath surprised the hy o- 
erite; then comes our text, who among. us shall 
dwell with the devouring fire 2?) These sinners in 
Zion, these hypocrites. Not those who walked 
righteously, and spake uprightly. There were sin- 
vers in Zion, and hypocrites among the true friends 
of God, ‘Phe prophet was disposed to lead all to 
self-examination. He therefore puts the question. 
who among us, who are the sinners in Zion, whieh 
are afraid, who are the hypocrites, which are. sur- 
prised ? whois to have the portion to dwell with 
the devouring fire ? who is to dwell with everlast- 
ing burnings? A very different portion awaited 
those who “ walked righteously and spake uPright- 
ly.” See verse 16, “ He shall dwell on hich: ths 
place of defence shall be the munition of rocks: 
bread shall be given him ; his waters shall be sure.” 
tere we tind a very different portion, to these dif- 
ferent characters, We might say with as much 
propriety, that this safety, and supply, belonged to 
the sinful hypocrites in Zion, as that devouring fire 
and everlasting burnings, belonged to those who 
walked righteously and spake uprightly. 

As the good things, which belonged to those who 
walked righteously were to be enjoyed in this state 
of being ; so the evil things which belonged to the 
sinful hypoerites in Zion, were to come upon them 
vi thisstate. ‘This, I think, likewise appears, from 
the connexion. See verse 1! and 12: “ Ye shall 
conceive chaff: ye sball bring forth stubble : your 
breath, as fire shall devour you. And the people 
shall be as the burnings of ime: as thorns cut up 
shall they be burnt in the fire.” Here was the pun- 
isirnent of the sinners in Zion who were afraid ; 
and the hypocrites who were surprised. 

Query. 1. Did not the apostle refer to just such 
sintul hypocrites, in the christian church. by wood, 
hay and stubble, which were to be burned by fiers 
judgments, though the apostles, who received them 
ite the church were saved, yet so as by fire ? 

2. Did not Christ and the apostles refer to the 
ga.ue tire of which the prophets speak, when they 
use the following expressions ? A furnace of fire : 
unqguenchabdle fire : everlasting tire: flaming fire : 


just as his words seen to import, that if those 





a lake of fire and brimstone, and the vengeance of 
eternal fire 2 The last was in this world, why not 
the others ? SEEK TRUTH. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


ON PERISHING. 
T tell you, nay ; but except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish.—St. Luke, xiii. 9. 


This testimony of Jesus, is, in all probability, re- 
iterated more than almost any other which fell 
from his sacred lips; and probably no one has been 
more grossly and frequently misapplied. It is sup- 
posed to give strength to many, who, Sampson-like, 
attempt to demolish the temple of Universal eman- 
cipation from sin, death, and the grave. A mis- 
construction of the text, has descended from the 
pulpit to the parent ; and from parents to the chil- 
dren. They have been told that, “ except they re- 
pent, they must likewise perish ;” meaning, they 
must be endlessly miserable, or annihilated. 

Although the writer wishes to pay due respect 
to the pious and worthy of all persuasions, yet he 
claims the privilege, in common with others, of dis- 
senting from them, where he cannot in conscience 
coincide with them in opinion, and of frankly offer- 
ing his own sentiments. 

The only word in the sentence which heads this 
article, that would be likely to give rise to a wide 
difference of opinion, is the word “ perish.” But 
even this word appears to be synonymous with 
death, in this text, as it frequently is in conversa- 
tion and in the scriptures. It is admitted there are 
two kinds of death ; temporal and moral. As tem- 
poral death is the deprivation of natural life, so is 
moral death the deprivation of spiritual fife. Hence 
the word perish, is used in both those senses—liter- 
ally and morally. When Peter said, “ Save us or 
we perish,” he simply meant that they should che, 
(be drowned) if Jesus did not preserve thein. Here 
itis used ina literal sense. sut when we read, 
(John iii, 16.) “that whosecever believeth in him 
might not perish, but have everlasting life,” the 
meaning is evidently moral. As believing in Christ 
vives spiritual life, se, on the contrary, a want of 
faith in the Lord Jesus, would oecasion the moral! 
death or perishing mentioned m the text. 








There are three ways in which the term pertsh, 1s | 


explained, by different expositors of the scriptures. 
The first is, that endless misery is meant; the sec- 
ond, that the soul or living principle which proceed- 


ed from God, must be given to the Devil, and by | 


him be tortured, till, worn out by excruciating pains, 
it shall be annihilated. But the third explanation, 
(and that which [shall adopt) is, that Jesus meant, 


Scribes and Pharisees, whom he addressed, did not 
reform, they should perish, just as did, “* the Gali- 
leans” and “ the eighteen, on whom the tower of 
Siloam fell.” Those unfortunate people perished 
literally ; and so likewise shall ye perish, unless ye 
repent. We are informed in the preceding context 
that “there were present, at that season, some who 
told him (Jesus) of those whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with his sacrifices,” and lest it should be 
supposed that they were more sinful than many 
others, the great teacher exclaimed, “ Suppose ye, 
that these Galileans were sinners above all men 
that dwell in Jerusalem ? I tell you, nay ; but ex- 
cept ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” Now 
who would think of infering from the above prem- 
ises, that to be made endlessly miserable or to be 
annihilated, would be perishing, as did the above 
named people ? Did the Saviour mean to be under- 
stood that, such would be their doom, because they 
were instantly killed and had no chance to repent ! 
ii it had been the design of Jesus, to teach the ex- 
tinction of being, or the ceaseless torment of those 
sufferers, he certainly could have found language, 
clearly and forcibly to have expressed his meaning. 
The natural inference, theretore, is, that such is not 
the proper import of his words. 

The doctrine of repentence is important, and as 
such, was frequently urged by the Saviour. Re- 
pentance would have averted those woful calami- 
ties, which were coming on the Jewish nation, 
The Jews were inflexibly determined that Jesus 





| presence of the Lord. 


SP a Ts, 


Still, he was mercifully foretelling the calamities 
to which their malignant impenitence would expoy. 
them ; and even specified certain omens, by duly 
observing which, repentant millions of that distiy. 

uished people, might make a seasonable escape 

his divine prophet said, “ When ye shall see thes, 
things come to pass, know that it is near ;—they 
let those that be in Judea, flee into the mountains.” 
“ He that endures to the end, the same shall be 
saved.” And we are informed by profane history 
that, no christians perished during the calamitous 
overthrow of Jerusalem, for they believed thei; 
Lord, and were “ ready ;” but those who were jm- 
penitent and unbelieving, perished as did the Galj- 
leans or the eighteen on whom the tower fell. The 
destruction of that fine city commenced at the time 
of the Passover, when vast multitudes of Jews 
from all quarters, were assembled at Jerusalem, to 
celebrate that feast. It was at this time that Titus 
| beseiged and surrounded the city ; and sometime 
|after, when every avenue of the capital was crowd- 
ed by people, who were endeavoring to screen 
themselves from the fury of enemies without, and 
murderers within, set fire to the same, when multi- 
tudes were crushed to death, perished by the sword, 
or were wrapped in angry flames. More than a 
million of obstinate Jews realized the truth of this 
prophetic denunciation, “ ye shall likewvse perish.” 

The mistakes concerning the text, take place in 
consequence of applying those peculiar expressions 
to the present generation, which our Lord address- 
ed to a nation, very differently circumstanced. To 
illustrate my meaning ; suppose a_ minister 
now, should tell his congregation, that they would 
all perish by the sword, or by the falling ofa tower, 
‘unless they repented. Would they be likely to be- 
lieve him ? “ I tell you nay.” Even so, when the 
passage which we have noticed, is applied to an 
‘audience of people, in these days, the word lhike- 
:aeise should not be used, without suitable explana- 
‘tion, For, although men will die morally, unless 
they repent, yet they may not suffer, as did the im- 
| penitent and stubborn Jews. Let us repent there- 

fore, and be converted, that oursins may be blotted 
‘out, and showers of refreshment come, from the 


L. W. 
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THE MIND OF CHRIST. 

We are exborted, in the Sciiptures, to nave * the mind 
which was also in Christ Jesus ;” (Phil. ti. 5.) and if 
there be any one instance, in which we should consult 


it is in relation to the feelings and disposition which he 
nanifested towards his enemies ; and in that respect, it 
will be found most difficult to imitate him. The humble 
Jesus was of that heavenly temper, that godly frame o1 
mind, which led him to pity and forgive his slandering, 
cruel opposers. He was not so compassionate as to for 
get that he had enemies, or as to blind him to their mali- 
ciousness and faults 3 but having them in full view, with 
all their inveterate enmity, he was moved with pity, and 
cast abroad the mild veil of forgiveness, over an Oppos- 
ing world. The merciful petition which flowed from his 
aching heart and lingered on his death-quivering lips, was, 
“ Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

But, why, it may be asked, should I pily my enemy: 
We answer ; he should excite your pity and tender syin- 
pathies upon every principle of moral philosophy and of 
religion.— Bring forward a difficult case. Suppose you 
have enemies, whose hearts ate bitter as wormwood, poi- 
son as gall,towards you. In the redundancy of indigna- 
tion, they spit out their infernal venom, in secret and un- 
manageable slanders. Unkuown to you, they scatter, in 
the circle of your acquaintances, fire-brands, arrows and 


death. When in’ your presence, they smile and utter 





should not reigu over them. 


themselves in strains of pleasantry, that, with the Syree 





im, as a teacher and an example, in preference to others, 





as -_ ~. 


~~ ime Ta 





CHRISTIAN 


INTELLIGENCER. 


27 








music of their voice, they may decoy you upon fata! 
gcound. With mischief in their hearts, they go to your 
choice friends, and in soft whispering pretensions of friend- 
ship tothem, intimate or retate premeditated falsehood, 
concerning you. Having cooled the ardor of attachment» 
they seize the favorable moment, and excite those ground- 
less suspicions, which, being nurtured in the heart, grow 
into imaginary realities, meriting unmingled reprobation 
and contempt. 


Then, let the whole scheme of iniquity, slander, and 
crime, be disclosed, to the hated object of their malice. 
And, tell us, would you not view them as objects of piti- 
ful regards ? For what recompense weuld you be engaged 
intheir stead ? Nay ; would you not spurn the thought 
of being the messenger of truths, if all the meanness, crim- 
inality, hypocrisy and deceit of the place, were to be re- 
ported by name ? Should the recording angel of low vices 
and vulgar crimes, ask for a reporter, would you devote 
yourself to his service? What think you, then, of the 
gpovelling pitiable wretch, who has, first, to invent a slan- 
derous story, and then report it himself ? 
messenger of his own baseless, truthless fabrications ! 


My sickening soul turns with disgust from the sight which 
> 


Become the 


“ beggars all description.”” Methinks I see the “ painted 
hypocrite,” runing * from house to house,” with tidings 
of calumny and mischief. The meanuess of his employ is 
too evident to escape observation. He is hated by him- 
self, and by mo-t around him. And shall there be no one, 
on earth, to pity and forgive ? 

In those instances of backbiting and secret calumny, 
there are two parties, for whom we should cultivate a 
spirit of compassion: the one is,the miserable creatures 
that have no more discretion than to be engaged in such 
contemptible drudgery ; and the other, those inconsiderate 
people, who are the subjects of such groundling imposi- 
tions. As to thuse whose names and characters are made 


the mark for slander to shoot its envenomed arrows at, 
they are entitled to little or no pity, in comparison with 
the others, Were the defamatory reports true, they would 
sufferjustly ; and if they are untrue, they will ultimately 
fallharmlees, at the feet of those they were designed to 
Blessed be God! better than Achilles’ shield, is 


the panoply of innocence. 


wound. 


O my Lord! thou knowest that when I behold mine 
enemies, Whose meanness, guilt and shame are liscovera- 
bleu their shrinking looks, my heart yearns with com- 
passion : les* enviable are their employment and reward, 
‘han the menial servitude of the lowest class in civil soci- 
ety. 


O thou once persecuted Nazarene! wilt thou 


change them, and call them iuto éhy service! Beiter be 
idoor-keeper in the house of God, than to be the instiga- 
‘or of those ridiculous slanders, of which one would be 


whamed, even to own himself the o-izinal proclaimer. 





PRAYER ESTABLISHMENT. 


An article has been published in the Orthodox Journals 
ofthe day, entitled “Good Devised ;” from which it ap- 
bears that * several individuals,” who were visiters at the 
Sarvtoga Springs, * have recommended the establishment 
‘a religious house in that village to whicl: the friends of 
cligion and morality may resort,” without being exposed 
‘0 the contamination of the public houses, a] eady estab- 
‘ished in that place. 


Portion of scripture is to be read and prayer to be offered, 


yer 


'y morning and evening—a blessingis to be implored 


In the propused establishment, * a 


tlevery meal, and, if convenient, one evening in each 
"eek to be »ppropriated to a more extended exposition of 
«tipture, &c, ——' When such an house is established 
‘Ae master thereof is requested to give NOTICE of the 
‘ane ta the PUBLIC ; and the members of the meeting,” 
) which it was recommended, have enzaged * to use their 
Vluence to encourage its patronage and support.” 


And What think you of the above project, candid rea- 


Sane 2 





That an house will be opened, answering the above 
description, cannot be doubted. There is an adequate 
reward offered, viz.“ patronage-and support.” The vis- 
iting clergy at the fashionable‘ Watering-place, begin to 
propose such compensations to others, as. have been bes- 
towed upon themselves, for their pious services. They 
have, for years, offered an efernal heaven to the man who 
would keep such an house, in that village ; but all to no 
effect. They now propose, to reward him with-—‘“ MO. 
NEY”—-which, Solomon says, *“ answereth al] things.” 
Ah, give us men of the gown, of the orthodox stamp, for 
devising such good plans. They know how often they 
have been * called” from one * village” to another, with 
the prospect of obtaining a better “support ;” 
may not a pious inn-keeper be called to Saratoga Springs 
in the same heavenly manner ? 


and why 


We wish to treat every serious subject--seriously ; but 
the foregoing plan does not appear to come under that 
head. It looks like bribing a man to say and hear prayers. 
Does it not set at nought the command of Christ, Matt. 
v. 9-13, and institute a practice, mentioned in the same 
chapter, verse 5? If it would not be deemed officious, we 
would recommend that the appropriate passages, Isaiah 
ixv. 5,and St. Luke, xviii. 11,12, be the inscription on the 
sign ofthe religious praying establishment, at Saratoga 
Spings. On the opposite side of the street, let a real 
christian open an house, with a hand on his sign point- 
ing towards the other, with Luke xv. 2, for an inscrip- 
tion. £7] 
saying, | 
them.” 


Extract of a Letter to the Editor, dated, 


MEREDITH BRIDGE, Aug. 3d, 1825. 
“Br. STREETER-——Intelligence of the prosperity of that 
cause, in which we are mutually engaged, can but gratify 


* And the Pharisees and Scribes murmured, 
> This man receiveth sinners and eateth with 





your numerous readers. As I am about leaving this place, 
ny duty to the society and to the public, requires that I 
should give a candid statement of my success ia this vicin- 
ity. 
lievers in Abraham’s God. 


In Guilford, there has long been a number of be- 
They have hitherto had but 
I think that Rev. S. Streeter was the 
first who preached to them the “ good tidings of great 
joy.” 
they are 


little preaching. 


Many, with tears of delight mention the obligations 
under to him, as an instrument in God’s hand in 
bringing them ** from darkness to light ” 


A few 
have been favorable to our views. 


individuals at the Bridge, for a number of years, 
This grain of mustard 
A nu- 
merous society is established embracing the towns of 


seed has now sprung up and spread its branches. 


Guilford and Meredith. The most respectable inhabitants 
in both these places take a lively interest in the promotion 
of the good cause. ‘There are a few opposers of the true 
orthodox stamp. There is no altesnative, however base 
and unjustifiable, to which they do not resort, to support 
midst of the 
The 
light progresses unimpeded, and every attempt, made to 
obscure its eiiulgence, renders it still more brilliant. 


their sinking cause ; but like a rock inthe 


ocean, the truth is invulnerable to their attacks. 


I have just visited the societies in adover, Wilmot and 
New-London. These societies appear to be on the in- 
crease. Br. Vosk is now laboring with them, to good 
success. Calvinism has been the prevailiag doctrine jn 
New-London, but if I may judge from appearances, the 
people are tired of that intolerable yoke. The terrors of 
excommunication are resorted to, to prevent the members 
of the church from even hearing the Universalists; but 
“ the Pope has lost his power.” At ‘east, such is the pro 
gress of light in these regions that but feware terrified at 
the menaces Of enthusiastic bigots. In short, to be ex- 
pelled from a ckurch, for mere matters of opinion, is nm 
discredit, but an honor. Future generations will loo} 
upon the fulininations of the ecclesiastical councils of th 
present age, in the same light as we do upon Salem witch 


craft. And many doctrines taught in modern schools ol 





divinity,will appear as ridiculuusly absurd and groundless 
as the fabled tour of Mahomet to the seventh heavens.” 
FAYETTE MACE. 


N.H. UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION. 

“The Ministers and Delegates composing the N. H. Uni. 
Association, convened at Hancock, (N. H.) June 7, 1825 
Brothers E. Smith, R. Bartlett, C. Hudson, S. C. Lovelaad, 
L. Willis, W. Skinner and L. Maynard, were present. The 
proceedings of the meeting were harmonious, the public 
exercises interesting,and the auditors numerous and attentive. 
The Association adjourned to meet at Jaffrey, N. H. the 3d 
Wednesday of June, 1826. The following is extracted from 
the Circular, which was written by Br. Hudson. 





“We have carried on our warfare against the common 
enemy, till his forces have been driven from the field. An 
offensive warfare, therefore, is no longer necessary. Instead 
of keeping our legions arrayed on our froutiers, which must, 
of course, exhaust our resources; instead of laboring exclu- 
sively to extend the bounds of our Israel, which will only 
render our empire unwieldy and enfeebled, let us, in the true 
policy of the day, turn our attention to internal improvement, 
and endeavor by all means to consolidate ourrepublic. This 
will he the most effectual measure for promoting the interest 
of the cause.” 





NEW ASSOCIATION, 

The brethren in Chatauque and vicinity, met in 
conference, on the 20th of July ult. and after orga- 
nizing themselves into a council, formed “ ‘he 
Chatauque Association”—the first session of which 
is to be holden in Extxicort, (N. Y.) on the first 
Wednesday and Thursday of September, 1826. 








NOTICE. 
“The Rockingham Association of Universalists will 
be holden in Norrinenam, (N. H.) on the 7th and 
8th of September. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

The “A ppress to Professor Chapin of Waterville College,” 
is thankfully received, and will be published soon. 

“Seex Trura” will accept our gratitude for his contribu- 
tions to our columns. 

* A Susscrrper” is informed that, without solicitation, 
‘Rev. Mr. Bareour’s Letter to Rev. Dr. Beecuer, would be 
inserted as soon as convenient. 

‘ Frankrort” will probably appear in our next. 


EE LIT TO EI IT TLE ENDL CD DELETED CLE EERIE IIT 


MARRIE: 

In this town, by Rev. Dr. Payson, Andrew L. Emerson» 
Esq. to Miss Mary-Jane G. Clapp. 

By Rev. Mr. Ripley, Mr. Ebenezer Seaver, mer. to Miss 
Susan Harris. y 

By Elder S. Rand, Mr. Joshua S. Shaw to Miss Eliza Ellen 
Tuxeshury—Mr. Charles Milliken to Miss Eunice Moses— 
Capt Charles Bradbury to Miss Jane H. Brackett. 
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Diz£D 


In this town, Miss Almira M. only daughter of General P. 
Varnum, aged 12—Miss Olive Godfrey aged 76—a child of 
Mr. Charles Smith—a child of Mrs. Cummings ~—a child of 
Mr. Gilman Sargent—Nancy, daughter of Mr. Joseph Gard- 
ner, aged 8 vears—a child of Mr. Frederick Perkins-—a child 
of Mr. Higgins—a child of Mr. Joseph Atkins—Mr John 
Brown aged 35--Mrs. Patience Waterhouse aged 38—Mrs. 
Mary, wife of Mr. Benja. Rounds, aged 40—Mrs. Sarah, wi- 
dow of the tate Nathaniel Atkins, aged 83. 

Capt Erpnraim Muvrcna, lost at sea, in the gale of June 
last, on the coast of Virginia, aged 29. He was a healthful, 
industrious and enterprizing man; and in the midst of use- 
fulness and encouraging prospects, wis, with his whole crew, 
swallowed alive by the hungry waves ‘un his death, a belo- 
ved wife and child, aged parents, brother: and other relatives, 
are visited with a severe aflliction 

In Lempster, N. H. Mr Oliver Booth, aged 64. On the 
evening of the 20th of June last, as he was milking his cows, 
he was attacked by a furious bull, who ran ove of his horns 
through his thigh, raised him from the ground, and ‘n that 
position tossed him about for some time He lingered util 
the morning of the 29th, and died with a firm and unshaken 
hope of eternal life, not only for himself but for the whole 
family of man. A disconsolate widow mourns the loss ofa 
tender and affectionate husband—a la:ge family of children 
ire deprived of a kind and indulgent father. and society of 
me of its most respeeted and val: able members. His fune~ 
ral sermon was preached before a numerous aud deeply at- 
ientive audience, by Br. W. Skinner, from .ob xiit. 

Though he slay me, yet will I trust in hin” -Ch. Repos. 

In Langdon, VN. H. July 14, Mr. Nat aniel Clark, aged 63. 
Wr. Abel Watker, Jr. Both the e f: evds of ours, as we are 
nformed, died very suddenly, and have left wives and chil 
dren to mourn.—¢tbed, 


19.— 
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CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 








Satved Bhyre. | 
GOSPEL WORSIILIP. 


BY BERNARD BARTON. 
How glerious, O God! must thy temple have been, 
On the day of its first dedication, 
, : ; 
rhet the € herubim’s wings widely waving were seen 
Un high, o’er the ark’s holy station ; 








When even the chosen of Levi, though skill’d 
To minister standing betore thee, 

Retir’d from the cloud which the temple then fili’d, 
And tie glory made israel adore thee. 


Though awfully grand was thy majesty then, 
Yet the worship thy gospel discioses, 

Less splendid in pouip Jo the vision of men, 
lar gurpasses the ritual of Moses. 


And by whom was that ritual forever repealed ? 
But by flr unto whom it was given 

To enter the Oracle, where is revealed, 
Not the cioud but the brightness of heaven. 


Who, having once enter’d hath shown us the way, 
O Lord! bow to worship before thee ; 

Not with shadowy forms of that earlier day, 
But in sperit and truth to adore thee! 


This, this is the worship that Jesus made known, 
When she of Samaria found bin 

By the patriareh’s well, sitting weary, alone, 
With the stillness ef aoon-tide around bin. 


How sublime, yet how simple, tse homage he taught 
To her, who inquired by that fountain, 

If Jenovan at Solyma’s shrine would be sought ? 
Or ador’d on samaria’s mountain ? 


Woman! believe me, the hour is near, 
When He, if ye nghtly would hail him, 
Will neither be worshipped e clusively heve 

‘Nor yel at the a'tar of Salem 


For God isa Spirit! and they, who aright 
Would perform the pure worship he loveth, 
Jy the heart's holy temple will seek, with delight, 

“Lat spirit the Father approveth. 


And many that prophecy’s truth can declare, 
Whose bosoms have livingly known it! 

Whom God hath instructed to worship him there, 
And convinced that hismercy will own it! 


Ihe temple that Solomon built to his name, 
Now lives but in listory’s story 5 

FE xtinguish’d long stnee is its altar’s brig!it fame, 
And vanish’d each glimpse of its glory :— 


Bui the Christian made wise by a wisdora divine, 
‘hough all human fabrics may fqlter, 

Still finds in his heart a far holier shrive, 
W here the fire burns vnqueach'd on the altar. 
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CHRISTIANITY. 


only to moan their sorrows, as the power and cru- 
eity of their oppressors, left them without hope of 
escaping their ignominious shackles. 





* Although reason is justly called the great dis- 
tinguishing taculty of man, who is there that is not 
ronvinced of its insufliciency to insure happiness, 
by restraining the passions and reducing to order 
the evil propensities of our nature ? Something 
more than mere reason seems necessary to pro- 
roote the happiness of man, even im this life, and 
the Supreme Governor of the Universe has placed 
within our reach a complete remedy for this defect 


of our nature, by. offering up his Son as a ransom : 
This divine Saviour hath by example, as: 
well as precept, left for our instruction a system of 


tor us. 


religion Which may secure to us not only happiness 


in this world, but also the possession of eternal fe- , 


licity in another. As this great truth meets with 
universal acknowledgment throughout the chris- 
tian world, how comes it, that instead of “ Peace 
on earth and good will to men,” which was the tri- 
umphant song of angels, the history of Christendom 
is blackened by a long catalogue of persecutions, 
crimes, and murders, committed in the name of the 
divine Author of our religion ? ‘The answer is ea- 
sy ;—christianity was promulgated at a time when 
the great ones of the earth had by fraud, or force 
wstablished themselves in power and trampled with 


impunity on the rights of their fellow men, who, 
sunk by the hard gripe of oppression, to the state 


of beasts of burden, were not sensible of their in 
herent privileges, or, if known, they remembered 


But when 
the light of the gospel was spread abroad ; when 
the lust of power and the pride of dominion was 
attacked ; when these great ones were called to 
look on all men as their brethran, they stood amaz 
ed and dismayed, and could not bear truths so hu- 
miliating to human grandeur; and they impiously 
combined together to crucify the Author of doe- 
trines so contrary to their worldly interest. 

But unable by their cruelty and persecution, to 
oppose truths so salutary, and of such heavenly 
origin, they cunningly contrived to ingraft religion, 
or pretended religion, on the old stock of their 
usurped governments, and by their union of church 
and state, once more rode triumphantly secure in 
persecution, revenge and murder. 

He who reads the bloody history of church and 
state persecutions, turns sickened and disgusted 
from so horrible a display of the fiend-like disposi- 
tion of his fellow men, glutting to the full of every 
evil propensity of his nature, and impiously calling | 
on the Prince of Peace to sanction crimes, the very | 
recital of which makes us tremble. This union of 
church and state, and the imposing ery of “ Reli- 
eton, Government, and Order,” was the cloak which 
tyranny so closly wrapped round itself, that the 
ignorant, although they felt the evil, were unable 
to say where it originated ; and if an observing in- 
dividual discovered the imposture, terror kept him 
silent ; or if he ventured to unmask the cheat, fire 
and faggots were his inevitable portion. 

Ifthen the sincere professors of christianity, for 
so many hundred years, sufiered for conscience 
sake, reviling, stripes, persecutions, and death, how 
vreat should be our rejoicing, that in this favored | 
tand the chains that have hitherto been entwined | 
round the brethren, are broken asunder, and ail are 
left in complete liberty to worship according to the 
dictates of their own consciences ! Precious inesti- 
mable privileges ! How ought we to cherish them ; 
how carefully guard and preserve them, lest am- 
bition should again exalt itself and deprive us of so 
great a blessing. Fully aware of the evil of church | 
and state union, a monster that had destroyed so 
many millions of innocent victims to its lust of pow- 
er—the people of America wisely and gloriously 
cut asunder the bands with which they were unit- 
ed, and in the great charter of their rights have 
declared, “ Fhat no religious test should be required 
of our citizens,” thus leaving, in the true spirit of 
christianity, all descriptions of men to the enjoy- 
ment of their own opinions, and their errors to the 
chastisement of that Being who has declared, 
* Vengeance is mine ; I will repay, saith the Lord.” 
SIDNEY. 








CONVERSATION WITH A CALVINIST MINISTER. 


The Editor of this paper, and the Rev. Mr. 
Woods, of Warner, N. UH. having accidentally met 
ata tavern to refresh themselves, the following 
brief conversation took place. Mr. W. accosted 
Mr. B. with this abrupt and severe language :— 
“Why do you go about preaching, when you and 
all your party are nothing but Deists ?” ‘This caused 
all the strangers, at once, to gaze intently on Mr. 
B. After a moment’s pause, and all was silent, 
Mr. B. replied, “Mr. W. why do you call me and 
the Universalists deists ? Why cast such an oppro- 
brium ona sect of Christians who are the most 
distant from deism of any in the known world ? 
‘It can easily be praved, sir, that the Caivinists are 
mach nearer the deistical sentiment than the Uni- 
salists.” “The Calvinist,” says Mr. W. “much 
nearer deismthan the Universalist ? What do you 
mean? Proceed to prove it.” “ Well sir,” says 
: Mr. B. “that is easily done. You will admit, sir, it 
|is presumed, thata deist does not believe that Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth will save any one.” “ Yes,” 
‘says Me. W. “Well, then the proof is at hand. 
| A Deist believes that Jesus. Christ will save none ; 
a Calvinist believes he will save a few; the Uni- 
i versalist believes he will save the whole. It is now 
‘submitted to your judgment, sir, to decide, whether 
ithe subject is proved or nol.” Mr, W. smiled, but 








MINISTERIAL SPECULATION, 
In the interior of New Hampshire, lived a Rey 
Mr ,a Calvinist minister, who was a mem. 
ber of the Bible Society in that State, and had, 
large number of bibles entrusted to his care to 
distribute among the poor who were destitute of 
the scriptures. After this good minister had dij. 
gently sought after the poor, and supplied them 
with the word of life, he had a few extra Seriptures 
left. What think ye the good man did in this 
case? He goes to one of his rich neighbors, makes 
sale of one of his bibles, and purchases himself a 
pair of geese. What can we call this, but missio- 
nary like, literally feuthering his own nest.—ibiv. 








“AWFUL WARNING.” 


Breach of Promise of Marriage.—A clergyman, 
(whether a p. D. or no we are uninformed) by the 
name of Augustus B. Read, who is settled in Troy 
Mass. was, a few days ago, subjected in the sum oy 
$375 damages for a breach of promise of marriage 
to a young lady. The defendant had pursued his 
theological studies with the plaintiff’s father, the 
parson, Mr. Otis Thompson, of Rehoboth, during 
which he courted and promised her marriage. He 
was afterwards ordained ; but instead of fulfilling 
his engagements with the plaintiff, he married a- 
nother lady, a member of his own congregation ! 
Query. Will this shameful transaction be consider. 
ed an actual sin, or only the back-sliding of a saint? 
THE REFORMER AND THE QUAKER. 
A country clergyman was boasting in a large 
company, of the success he had met with in reform- 
ing his parishioners, on whom his labors, he said, 
had produced a wonderful change for the better. 
Being asked in what respect, he replied, that, when 
he came first among them, they were a set of un- 
mannerly clowns, who paid him no more deference 
than they did to one another; did not so much as 
pull off their hat when they spoke to him, but baw!- 
ed out as roughly and familiarly as though he wes 
their equal ; whereas, now, they never presumed 
to address him but cap in hand, and in a submis 
sive voice, made him the best bow when they were 
at ten yards distance, and styled him your reverence 
at every word. A Quaker, who had heard the 
whole patiently, made answer, “ And so, friend, the 
upshot of this reformation, of which thou hast so 
much carnal glorying, is, that thou hast tauglit thy 
people to worship thyself.” 


(ePNOTICE. 

Owing to the incouvenience attending the collection of 
small dues, widely scattered over the country. we have 
concluded to aller the conpiTions of the * Christien 
latelligencer 5” by which, the Subseriber and the Editor, 
may be mutually accommodated. Therefore, for ONE 
DOLLAR, IN ADVANCE, (postage of letters paid by 
‘he Editor.) the “INTELLIGENCER” shall be forwarces, 
according to directions, for one yeur, 

The 4gent who shall procure FIVE Subscribers, aid 
pay in advance, shall be entitled to one volume gratis; 
ind so in proportion for a greater number. 
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BOOKS FOR SALE!! 
By the Editor, at his residence, Willow Street, Port: 
LAND, and most of them, by Pearson, Liitle & Robinson 
Exchange Street. 

Kneelana’s Trarsiation of the New Testament 
bound. Prices, $1.50 for the English; §4 00 for the 
Greek and English, in 2 vols.; and $3 60 for the Gre 
bach’s Greek. 

Kneeland’s Lectures on Universal Benevolence, 75 5: 
his * American Pronouncing Spelling Book,” a new wor*s 
exhibiting great ingenuity and labor; 25 cts. is commer 
binding, 374 in Sheep. The Philadelphia Christ? 
Messenger, and Universalist Magazine, €3 per volume: 

Balfour's loguiry, 2d edition, $1; Balfour's Reply 
Mr. Sabine, 56 cts. 

The Christian Intelligencer, Vol. 1V. bound conve! 
ently for conveyance by mail, or otherwise. Ww! oF 
volumse £1; and with une or two numbers missing, vii 
qeside the above we have a large variety of Pamphiets 
which will be sold at the original cost. Those who Pp J 
chase to the amount of fire dollars. allowed fen perfec! 
liscount. Societies having Universalist Libra’ 
can be furnished with a valuable variety of books. — 

Pearson, Little, &c. have for sale Univers 
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‘made no reply. —Christtan Repository. 


Hymn Book, price 83 cts. 
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